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Col 2:2—3 In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge
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A professional academic philosopher said recently:

These questions would be much easier if we took the
traditional Christian viewpoint



Quote

For every complex problem there is an answer that is
clear, simple, and wrong.
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3. A really good solution also solves other problems
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The Mind/Body Problem

Mind: a thing which thinks, i.e. doubts, understands, affirms,
denys, wants, refuses, imagines and senses. The mind is
indivisible, single (with no parts) and complete.

Body: has size, shape, position, motion and does not think.
Mind and body are therefore two very different kinds of thing.

But they are related somehow: using my mind I can move my
body, my body can produce ideas in my mind (via the senses).

How are they related?
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®» Materialism is inconsistent, or ‘self-defeating” in several ways.
J. B. S. Haldane: If my mental processes are determined
wholly by the motions of atoms in my brain, I have no reason
to suppose that my beliefs are true. .. and hence I have no
reason for supposing my brain to be composed of atoms

® Materialism does not fit in the relevant data: it cannot
account for Descartes’ proof that he exists and is a ‘“thing
that thinks”

®» If my mind is an illusion: who is being fooled by this illusion?
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Idealism: there is no body. Bodies are an illusion. Examples
include Buddhism (Maya), Zeno's philosophy and Berkeleyan
Idealism.

® Doctor Johnson's refutation of Idealism, as reported by
Boswell:
I never shall forget the alacrity with which Johnson answered,
striking his foot with mighty force against a large stone, till
he rebounded from it — ‘I refute it thus.”

Johnson is making a serious point: information from our
senses is raw data that has to be accounted for.

® Descartes’ proof of the reality of the physical world: because
God exists and God is not a deceiver, we can trust the data

from our senses
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Defeatism

Its a mystery! We will never be able to solve the problem, so
don’t even try.

1 Cor 13:12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will
see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully,
even as I have been fully known.

It is presumption to say that we will never understand something
— even in this life
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Realism: minds and bodies are both real.

God, who is Spirit and not a physical body, created the
physical world. God also interacts with the physical world.

Therefore minds can interact with bodies.

Descartes: There is a union of mind and body on which
depends the mind’'s power to move the body, and the body’s
power to act on the mind and cause sensations.

Mind and body are parts that constitite one whole human
being.



Mind and Body in the Bible

1 Cor 15:42-44 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is
sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised
in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body.

2 Cor 5:1-5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing
to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling if indeed, when we have
taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in
this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be
unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may
be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very
thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.



Determinism, Sovereignty and Free Will

Determinism: everything is determined by the Laws of Nature
Sovereignty: everything is determined by the Will of God

Free Will: we have the ability to choose between different actions
and so affect the course of nature.
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1. The universe consists of atoms in motion: given the position
and velocity of each atom at one time, the state at any later
time is predetermined.

2. Therefore, we cannot affect future events
3. Therefore we have no free will
Problems:

1. Chaos theory and Heisenberg Uncertainty — we cannot
measure everything even in principle

2. Quantum theory — prediction is not possible even in principle

3. This does not account for our experience of free will
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Calvinism

Some Calvinists believe so strongly in divine sovereighty that they
deny free will

1. This does not account for our experience of free will

2. How can God claim to be just in judging us for actions over
which we have no control? (He is justified, because He
created us, but in what sense is this justice?)

3. In this view, all evil is directly caused by God, not just
permitted
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Free Will

Descartes again: My will is so perfect and so great that I
can't conceive of its becoming even greater and more perfect;
it is a striking fact that this is true of my will and not of any
other aspect of my nature.

. Indifference is the poorest kind of freedom
Predictability does not contradict freedom

. A choice of mine may be fixed (there is only one choice that
will be taken) while still being a free choice: just as my
choices in the past are (now) fixed but (at the time) were free

. T herefore: determinism does not contradict free will



God’s Love

To love someone is to make them free.

Ps 145:9 The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all
that he has made.

Luke 2:10 I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people

1 Tim 2:4 God desires everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth



Conclusion

1 John 3:1-2 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and that is what we are.
Beloved, we are God’s children now,; what we will be has not yet
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we

will be like him, for we will see him as he is.
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